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• The audio is being streamed via your computer. For optimal sound, please use 
external speakers or earphones. If you are still having trouble hearing our 
presenters, you can dial into +1-647-484-1598 or access the list of Global call-in 
numbers

• This webinar will be recorded and posted on EENet.ca following the presentation.

• Please also let us know via the chat box if someone is watching the webinar with 
you!

• Some collected data from the webinar might be used for reporting.

• We would appreciate having your feedback on today’s knowledge exchange 
webinar. You will receive a link to the survey at the end of the webinar. Thanks in 
advance for the 5 minutes of your time to complete our online feedback 
survey!

Housekeeping
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https://camh.webex.com/cmp3300/webcomponents/widget/globalcallin/globalcallin.do?MTID=m44bb1558e379c1f89a99575a516d9e2f&MTID=m44bb1558e379c1f89a99575a516d9e2f&MTID=m44bb1558e379c1f89a99575a516d9e2f&MTID=m44bb1558e379c1f89a99575a516d9e2f&serviceType=MC&serviceType=MC&serviceType=MC&eventID=975116857&eventID=975116857&eventID=975116857&siteurl=camh&siteurl=camh&siteurl=camh&apiname=globalcallin.php&apiname=globalcallin.php&apiname=globalcallin.php&rnd=4500507914&rnd=4500507914&rnd=4500507914&tollFree=0&tollFree=0&tollFree=0&needFilter=false&needFilter=false&needFilter=false&actappname=cmp3300&actappname=cmp3300&actname=/webcomponents/widget/globalcallin/gcnredirector.do&actname=/webcomponents/widget/globalcallin/gcnredirector.do&renewticket=0
http://www.eenet.ca/
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Introduction
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But first, a bit about you!

Please answer the polls that appear on your screen 
to give us a better idea of who is joining us today!

What is your main role in relation to the addictions and/or mental 
health sectors?

Which sectors are engaging in today’s webinar?

What geographic region does your organization serve?
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Today’s webinar is co-hosted by Evidence Exchange Network, part 

of the Provincial System Support Program at CAMH, and the 

Ontario Harm Reduction Network.

Evidence Exchange Network (EENet) is a knowledge exchange 
network that helps create and share evidence to build a better 
mental health and addictions system in Ontario. 

The Ontario Harm Reduction Network (OHRN) supports harm 
reduction efforts in Ontario by providing training, networking 
opportunities and consultations to service providers and agencies.
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Co-Hosts
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During this webinar, you will learn about:

 Risk factors for people who use drugs during COVID-19; and

 Innovative Ontario harm reduction responses during COVID-19.

You will hear from:

 Staff of Ontario harm reduction programs operating in multiple settings.

 People who use drugs and people who participate in peer outreach and harm 
reduction.
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Today’s webinar
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Context and Experiences of 
PWUD During COVID-19
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The Ontario Harm Reduction Network (OHRN)

OHRN supports harm reduction efforts in Ontario by providing training, networking 
opportunities and consultations to service providers and agencies. We also bring 
together harm reduction workers from across the province through The Outreach 
Network (TON). OHRN is funded by the Ministry of Health.

Kim Trenchard
(she/her; they/them)

Christian Hui
(he/him)

Nick Boyce
(he/him)



• 90 Harm Reduction and Hepatitis C Outreach Workers

• 52 agencies (primarily HIV organizations; Community Health Centres)



Drug Culture Experts

• Natalie (she/her)

• Em (they/them)

• Peter (he/him)



Ontario Harm Reduction Distribution Program

OHRDP co-ordinates the distribution of harm 
reduction supplies to core Harm Reduction 
Programs through a licensed distributor. 
Through the distribution of sterile, single-use 
equipment and better knowledge transfer we 
can help communities stay safer and healthier.



www.ohrdp.ca/about-us/harm-reduction/

http://www.ohrdp.ca/about-us/harm-reduction/


Two crises… COVID-19 on top of an 
entrenched overdose crisis



Ontario opioid deaths - yearly increases for 20+ years

2017Opioid overdose
deaths in Ontario
2017: 1,265
2018: 1,450
2019: 1,535*
*2019 may be revised as outstanding 
investigations are completed



Key recent changes in the unregulated opioid supply

• Fentanyl and analogues
• More difficult overdoses – e.g., quick onset of OD; chest wall rigidity 

• “no legs” more frequent injecting
• Potential for increases BBIs?

• Spending more  increased engagement in survival behaviours

• Synthetic cannabinoids
• Showing up in unregulated opioid supply

• Psychosis type symptoms

• Benzodiazepine type drugs
• People not waking up after naloxone restores breathing  ‘deep sleep’

• Strains on first responders and staff at “Injection Sites”

• Excessive (and unnecessary) naloxone administration in community



Ontario coroner data – methamphetamine deaths

Year Meth Meth + Alcohol Total

2011 14 0 14

2012 13 1 14

2013 22 2 24

2014 41 5 46

2015 59 8 67

2016 116 8 124

2017 142 15 157



Download: “Impact of COVID-19 on People Who Use Drugs_April 2020”
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Ontario Harm Reduction 
Innovations During COVID-19
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How are harm reduction programs adapting to COVID-19?



DOWNLOAD: “How Ontario harm reduction programs are adapting to 
COVID-19_May 2020”



www.hars.ca HIV/AIDS Regional Services (Kingston)

• Amanda Rogers
Harm Reduction Coordinator

http://hars.ca/


www.aidsnetwork.ca The AIDS Network (Hamilton)

• Allie Torrance
Regional Harm Reduction Worker (Haldimand, Norfolk, Brant)

• Kaitlin Labatte 
IDU Outreach Worker

http://www.aidsnetwork.ca/


www.positivelivingniagara.com (Niagara)

• Talia Storm
Manager of StreetWorks Services

http://www.positivelivingniagara.com/


Innovations and solutions

• What is community taking on, that service providers cannot?

• What are two or three big picture changes you would like to see?



DOWNLOAD: “WorksCOVID19Tips”
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Questions & Answers
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Thank 
You!

Please take a few minutes to answer a 
feedback survey on today’s webinar and give 

us suggestions on future webinar topics.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HRandCOVID

The webinar recording will be posted to 
EENetConnect shortly.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HRandCOVID


Contact Us

Email: info @ ohrn.org

www.ohrn.org

http://www.ohrn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Ontario-Harm-Reduction-Network-OHRN-281890859077811/?ref=bookmarks

